
March 9, 2022 

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate 

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 

Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate 

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Re: The nomination of Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson to be an Associate Justice of the Supreme 

       Court 

 

Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley: 

We have served as senior lawyers in the United States Department of Justice and are writing to urge the 

confirmation of United States Court of Appeals Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson to be an Associate Justice of 

the Supreme Court of the United States.  Some of us have appeared before Judge Jackson in the District 

Court for the District of Columbia or the Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit .  Others of 

us saw her work as a member the United States Sentencing Commission.  Some of us know her from her 

three prestigious clerkships in the District Court, the Court of Appeals , and the Supreme Court.  Others 

of us worked with her in private practice or saw her work when she was a Public Defender.   Still others 

of us know her personally.  We are well-qualified to speak to her many qualifications to serve as an 

Associate Justice. 

Judge Jackson’s academic credentials are extraordinary, with degrees with honors from both Harvard 

College and Harvard Law School.  The strength of that record led to her selection as a clerk by renowned 

District Court Judge Patti Saris, who has served with distinction as both a district court judge and as 

Chief Judge of the District of Massachusetts for many years.  There followed a clerkship with Judge 

Bruce Selya, who had been appointed by President Reagan to the United States Court of Appeals for the 

First Circuit.  And from there, she went on to serve as a law clerk to Justice Stephen Breyer, whose shoes 

she would fill should she be confirmed.  Judge Jackson would emulate Justice Breyer in his principled 

pragmatism. 

Judge Jackson is well-steeped in the law, from her tenure on the bench and from her work prior to that 

tenure.  She would bring to the Court a deep understanding of how our criminal justice system works.  

She was not only a member of the Sentencing Commission—as was Justice Breyer before her—but she 

was a dedicated Public Defender.  We prosecutors can tell you how important it is to have skilled 

lawyers serving as Public Defenders—and Judge Jackson was among the most skilled and the most 

dedicated.  She has been even-handed in her treatment of the defense and prosecution alike when she 

has ruled in criminal cases.  Her appreciation for how the criminal justice system works would be a 

critical addition to the Court. 
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Judge Jackson brought her skills and dedication to her work in private practice as well.   She has seen our 

system of justice from many important angles.  Those of us who know her personally see her as 

enormously collaborative and collegial, as could be seen in the bipartisan agreements she forged on the 

Sentencing Commission.   

 Judge Jackson’s commitment to public service comes from her family, whose members worked in public 

education, public safety, and our military.  She understands the importance of diverse views and diverse 

experiences informing our courts and judicial decision-making.  She is a mother, a wife, a lawyer, a 

public servant, a judge.   

We applaud the President’s decision to nominate Judge Jackson and we urge the Senate to confirm her.  

The country will benefit from her service on the Supreme Court. 

 Sincerely, 

  

Loretta Lynch 
Attorney General of the United States, 
2015 – 2017; U.S. Attorney, E. District of New 
York, 2010 – 2015 
 

Sally Q. Yates 
Acting Attorney General of the United States, 
2017; Deputy Attorney General, 2015 – 2017; U.S. 
Attorney, N. District of Georgia, 2004, 2010 – 2015 
 

Jamie S. Gorelick 
Deputy Attorney General, 1994 – 1997 
 

David W. Ogden 
Deputy Attorney General, 2009 – 2010; Assistant 
Attorney General for the Civil Division, 
1999 – 2001 
 

Kevyn D. Orr 
Director, Executive Office for United States 
Trustees, 2000 – 2001  
 

Robert L. Capers 
U.S. Attorney, E. District of New York, 2015 – 2017 
 

Tristram Coffin 
U.S. Attorney, District of Vermont, 2009 – 2015  
 

Michael W. Cotter 
U.S. Attorney, District of Montana, 2009 – 2017 
 

Richard G. Callahan 
U.S. Attorney, E. District of Missouri, 
2010 – 2017 
 

Deirde M. Daly 
U.S. Attorney, District of Connecticut, 2013 – 2017 
 

Gregory K. Davis 
U.S. Attorney, S. District of Mississippi, 
2012 – 2017 
 

Richard H. Deane, Jr. 
U.S. Attorney, N. District of Georgia, 1998 – 2001 
 

Laura E. Duffy 
U.S. Attorney, S. District of California, 
2010 – 2017  
 

Jenny A. Durkan 
U.S. Attorney, W. District of Washington, 
2009 – 2014 
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Conner Eldridge 
U.S. Attorney, W. District of Arkansas, 
2010 – 2015 
 

Zachary T. Fardon 
U.S. Attorney, N. District of Illinois, 2013 – 2017 
 

David B. Fein 
U.S. Attorney, District of Connecticut, 
2010 – 2013 
 

Wifredo (Willy) Ferrer 
U.S. Attorney, S. District of Florida, 2010 – 2017 
 

Paul J. Fishman 
U.S. Attorney, District of New Jersey, 
2009 – 2017 
 

Deborah R. Gilg 
U.S. Attorney, District of Nebraska, 2009 – 2017 
 

Booth Goodwin 
U.S. Attorney, S. District of West Virginia, 
2010 – 2015 
 

Saul A. Green 
U.S. Attorney, E. District of Michigan, 1994 – 2001 
 

Walt Green 
U.S. Attorney, Middle District of Louisiana, 2013 
– 2017 
 

Barry R. Grissom 
U.S. Attorney, District of Kansas, 2010 – 2016 
 

Melinda Haag 
U.S. Attorney, N. District of California, 
2010 – 2015 
 

David Hickton 
U.S. Attorney, W. District of Pennsylvania, 
2010 – 2016 
 

Dwight Holton 
U.S. Attorney, District of Oregon, 2010 – 2011 
 

John Horn 
U.S. Attorney, N. District of Georgia, 2015 – 2017 
 

Brendan V. Johnson 
U.S. Attorney, District of South Dakota, 
2009 – 2015 
 

Bill Killian 
U.S. Attorney, E. District of Tennessee, 
2010 – 2015 
 

Jim Lewis 
U.S. Attorney, Central District of Illinois, 
2010 – 2016 
 

Karen L. Loeffler 
U.S. Attorney, District of Alaska, 2008 – 2017 
 

Ronald C. Machen 
U.S. Attorney, District of Columbia, 2010 – 2015 
 

Kenneth Magidson 
U.S. Attorney, S. District of Texas, 2011 – 2017 
 

Damon Martinez 
U.S. Attorney, District of New Mexico, 
2014 – 2017 
 

Barbara L. McQuade 
U.S. Attorney, E. District of Michigan, 2010 – 2017 
 

Zane David Memeger 
U.S. Attorney, E. District of Pennsylvania, 
2010 – 2016 
 

Patrick Miles, Jr. 
U.S. Attorney, W. District of Michigan, 
2012 – 2017 
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Eric S. Miller 
U.S. Attorney, District of Vermont, 2015 – 2017 
 

Florence T. Nakakuni 
U.S. Attorney, District of Hawaii, 2009 – 2017 
 

Peter F. Neronha 
U.S. Attorney, District of Rhode Island, 
2009 – 2017 
 

Bill Nettles 
U.S. Attorney, District of South Carolina, 
2010 – 2016 
 

Timothy Q. Purdon 
U.S. Attorney, District of North Dakota, 
2010 – 2015 
 

Ripley Rand 
U.S. Attorney, Middle District of North Carolina, 
2011 – 2017 
 

Emily Gray Rice 
U.S. Attorney, District of New Hampshire, 
2016 – 2017 
 

Jose de Jesus Rivera  
U.S. Attorney, District of Arizona, 1998 – 2001  
 

Sarah R. Saldaña 
U.S. Attorney, N. District of Texas, 2011 – 2014 
 

Edward L. Stanton III 
U.S. Attorney, W. District of Tennessee, 
2010 – 2017 
 

Donald K. Stern 
U.S. Attorney, District of Massachusetts, 
1993 – 2001  
 

Brian Stretch 
U.S. Attorney, N. District of California, 2015 – 2018 
 

Anne M. Tompkins 
U.S. Attorney, W. District of North Carolina, 
2010 – 2015 
 

Joyce White Vance 
U.S. Attorney, N. District of Alabama, 2009 – 2017 
 

John W. Vaudreuil 
U.S. Attorney, W. District of Wisconsin, 
2010 – 2017 
 

Benjamin B. Wagner 
U.S. Attorney, E. District of California, 2009 – 2016 
 

Thomas K. Walker 
U.S. Attorney, E. District of North Carolina, 
2011 – 2016 
 

John Walsh 
U.S. Attorney, District of Colorado, 2010 – 2016 
 

Vincent H. Cohen, Jr. 
Acting U.S. Attorney, District of Columbia, 2015 
 

Channing D. Phillips 
Acting U.S. Attorney, District of Columbia, 
2009 – 2010, 2015 – 2017, 2021 
 

Stephanie Yonekura 
Acting U.S. Attorney, Central District of 
California, 2014 – 2015 
 

 

 


